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Welcome

My name is Peter Turkstra. | grew up fishing here in the North Shore Islands area and fell in
love with the scenery and fishing. My wife Karen and | hope you will as well.

The quality of the fishing is reknowned. Most people target golden walleye (pickerel), trophy
Northern Pike, Muskie and small and large mouth bass. In many ways, you will find a feeling
of remoteness that is normally only enjoyed at fly-in camps.

We hope that you love the area as much as we do!

Location

Diamond Key Lodge is located at the mouth of the Key River in the Georgian Bay. We launch
at the Key River at Hwy #69 and arrive at the Lodge by boat access — it is a beautiful ride out.

The North East Corner of Georgian Bay and the North Shore Delta of Pickerel and

French Rivers are a treasure. They are now protected by the Georgian Bay Biosphere
Reserve hitp://www.gbbr.ca as well as the French River Provincial Park system. http://www.
ontarioparks.com/english/fren.html We are within eight miles of the historic Bustard Islands.
When we say 30,000 islands, we aren’t exaggerating.

Once at the camp, Diamond Key offers a panoramic view of the Bay and the many islands
and shoals to the West. The main lodge and cabins have been carefully planned to ensure
everyone privacy. All have a view of the harbour and those beautiful sunsets; the entire
property faces west.

Our services at the Lodge are tailored to meet the needs and pocketbook of nearly everyone.

Here is how we like to do things:

Every day is casual clothing day at Diamond Key. This is your chance to get away from the
hustle of city life, soak up the calm surroundings, fish, eat and enjoy the company of your
buddies or your family. So we can provide you with personal attention, we limit the number of
rental cabins to six at a time.

Of course, what is most important is the quality and friendly service.
Our only interest is ensuring your stay is comfortable and enjoyable.

Check out the fish, scenery and smiles on our photo gallery http://www.diamondkeylodge.
smugmug.com and our blog at http://www.georgianbayfishing.wordpress.com
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Recent Improvements At Diamond Key Lodge

Our plan is to continue with the history of the Diamond Key fishing experience while upgrading
some of the facilities for improved comfort.

Completed Projects

o New Games Room (renovated Ice Hut).
e Cards.
Darts and Ping Pong Table.
Synthesizer piano
High resolution Telescope for viewing the stars.
DVD Player & small TVfor movies

o Wi-Fi High Speed Internet Access.
e New Walking Trail (around in-land lakes)

o Flat screen TV at the main lodge for special sporting events.

—

e Large communal BBQ. 7. .5..o%

\T

e Upgrades to all Windows & Doors.

e Computer to up-load your fishing pics.
e Post your pictures to show off.

e Sign up for our annual “Fish Master Contest” and “Best Photo Contest”
e We will lend you a “Kit” which includes:
¢ Digital Camera.
¢ One per cabin.
e 8 Mega pixel new Nikon cameras.
e Safety gear, Fishing Maps.
e Capture pictures of fish, wildlife, sunsets, friends ...

e 6 Kayaks — 17 foot sea kayaks with rudders
e For day trips (rental)
¢ 4 singles & two tandems and all related safety equipment, paddles and skirts.
e Longer Trips (White Squall).
¢ Kayak Adventures with White Squall (organized guided adventures).
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The Main Lodge

The main lodge at Diamond Key is a Cedar Pan-Abode — rich with history. The property was
the original location for the local school house. Later, it became a fish camp that has been in
operation since 1946.

What you can expect:

Expect to laugh — we laugh a lot!

Basic store for fishing license, lures, worms, ice, DK Clothing, batteries, etc...
Games Room & library, Books and reading materials.

We have an enclosed fish fileting hut.

Our potable & tested water comes from a drilled well — a real bonus.

The Cabins

The accommodations at Diamond Key Resort are, in a word, comfortable. The cabins are spic
and span and we like to keep them that way. They are also quite large — ranging up to about
800 square feet — you won't feel cramped.

The cabins range from 1-3 bedrooms and are equipped with:

Refrigerator, stove, all dishes, cutlery, pots & pans,
Cleaning supplies, dish soap and blanket.

All crisp linens except personal towels are included.
Three piece bathroom with hot and cold water

Toilet paper.

All Cabins have a view of the islands and Georgian Bay.
Wood burning air tight stove & daily wood.

Food Options

Housekeeping Plan

Do all your own cooking but shore lunch kits are available on request
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Frequently Asked Questions

1) Do you sell fishing licenses? No. Available at Key Harbour Lodge or Canadian Tire.
2) Do you sell fishing tackle? Yes, we sell the “classics”. We also have Worms.

3) Do you charge to use the BBQ? No, it is included.

4) Do you charge for Gas in boats?  No, gas is included in fishing packages.

5) What is the day or arrival? Typically on a Saturday, except certain long- weekends..
6) Do you provide Life Jackets? Yes, we do, or you can bring your own.

7) Can you provide Nets? Yes, we do a few spares.

8) Do you provide bedding/linen? Yes, they are included.

9) Do you provide personal towel? No, please bring your own.

10) Do you rent Kayaks? Yes, but only for day trips.

11) Do you offer Kayak tours? No, but we can arrange this with White Squall.

Contact Information

There is a phone available for outgoing calls. Please the Lodge for instructions and please
keep the calls brief as the phone service is costly.

Of note, many cell phone services now work very well in the area. Stand on the rock and
give them a try.

Address Diamond Key Resort/Lodge
P.O. Box 25, Site 1
Britt, Ontario
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Contact us
Email: info@diamondkeylodge.com
1 (705) 383-2842 = Summer
1 (905) 627-9501 = Winter

Our Rates & Packages

Please visit our Rates & packages Sheet.



Location & Maps

Diamond Key Lodge is located in the North East corner of Georgian Bay at the mouth of the
Key River. You can fish and explore the 30,000 islands, the Delta of North Shore, the Key
River & Henvey Inlet.

When coming to Diamond Key, you travel a scenic ride out the historic Key River.

1) Camp Dore — Key River.
a. Drive to Camp Dore (on Highway #69/400).
b. Park at Camp Dore.
i. Ask for Cathy or Jim and they will ensure:
1. You get parked — they charge you about $7 per day ($9 with trailer
and $10 to launch your own boat.)
2. They will pull around the boat & start it.
3. They will provide life jackets, safety kits and an overview of
operating the boat.
4. They will get you on your way.

c. You then drive/fish your way out the protected waters of the Key River.
i. About 9 Miles

ii. Leisurely 40 minutes (full load).

iii. Great fishing along the way.

iv. Once at Key Harbor, you should see a large yellow building and old
cement building on your right. Next to them, you will see the remnants
of the old dock Pilings from when the historic CDN logging train track was
in place. Look for the first single green buoy, turn left and you’ll be right
in front of our camp.

Water taxi can also be arranged. Please contact us to confirm price and
coordination.

Arrival & Departure Times

ARRIVAL Check in time is 2:00 p.m.
- If you plan to arrive later than 8:00 p.m., please let us know.
- Also, we will coordinate if you are coming out by boat or arrange for a water taxi (your
option).
Upon arrival, your cottage will be ready and open for you. Please check in at the Lodge store
and they will point you in the right direction.
We want your stay to be enjoyable, so please don’t be shy — ask any questions you wish.

DEPARTURE time is 9:00 A.M.
- Please coordinate your departure at the Lodge store.
Please check in with the Lodge — have a coffee.

e Make sure you provide your pictures = we can upload them while you are still at the
Lodge.

e We will also want to know if you are returning by boat or taking a water taxi.

e Please be respectful and leave the cabin in good shape.

5
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Fishing Schedules & Lures

Fishing is probably “the” reason you are coming to Diamond Key. The mouth of the Key River
is one of the most productive fisheries in Ontario. With the thousands of Islands, Inlets and
weed beds the access to bait fish is enormous. As a result, the size and quantity of big fish
are pretty famous. Some of the best fishing is right near Diamond Key, so you do not have to
travel far for your catch.

Whether you are fishing for Walleye, Pike, Bass or Muskie, there are well known areas and
the possibility of catching trophies is very real; just look at the pictures of recent catches on the
web site — or visit the log books at the lodge.

We will provide you with a map of the best spots and provide you with advice — trust us, listen

to them. The best part is that there is no need to go into the open water for the best fishing.
Many of the “hot spots” are in the protected inner islands — which are also beautiful.

Catch & Release Request:

Our one request is that you release all fish that will not be consumed. Catch and release
have really taken on — and — for obvious reasons help sustain the excellent fishery. If you are
going to eat the Walleye, by all means David will help you filet them. We can also help freeze
and store them for you to take home.

However, if you catch your fill for eating, we would ask that you take a digital picture and
release the fish. This is why we have the contest. If you provide us with a picture of the fish
(weighed on the scale) and release the fish, you will:

Be world Famous — o.k. a stretch — but you may end up on the web!

¢ Have helped maintain the healthy fish stock.
Have a picture. At the end of the day, hand us the camera and we will up-load your
pictures in a directory.

e When you leave, we can upload your pictures to our smugmug photo web-site.

¢ You will also be eligible for our Fish Master Contest. We rate the fish in several categories
and you could win a prize pack and bragging rights.
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Fishmg Schedules & Lures Con’t

PRIME FISHING SCHEDULE
Walleye/Pickerel

Prime time is May to mid June. As the season progresses, start to fish later into the evening.
By August, we generally fish in deep holes or fish early morning. Technically, the season
opens at the mouth of the Key River (in the Georgian Bay) on the 1%t of May — so weather & ice
clearing permitting, the second week of May is sometimes an option. Fishing in the Key River
begins the 3™ Saturday in May.

Northern Pike

Prime time is May and June. They slow down in the summer, but are still available again in
late August with cooler water. They remain active through October.

Bass (Large & Small Mouth)

They love the warm water, so the end of June right through September are the best times.
Both large and small mouths abound; there are some monster bass in the area. Large mouths
are found in quieter dark waters in the inlets and the Small mouths are in more open areas. In
our opinion, this is the most fun for kids. Once they hit, they go nuts!

Muskie

We start late June through to October. They are simply monsters! Bounce big lures and hang
on! We will provide you with a big net since you will need one. They say that when you stare
in the eyes of the Muskie, you can see its soul — they stare right back.

Pan Fish
They bite best in early spring through September; fun for the kids and tasty as well.
FAVORITE LURES

The fish are not fussy — and you don’t have to stray from some of the all time best lures. Of
course, there is no harm in trying new lures either — when they are biting, they hit!

We will provide you with detailed Maps that not only show you the best spots, but we have
even identified the location of many of the trophies that have been caught.

Here are some of our favourites (available in the store).
e #6 hook & night crawler, drifting for walleye
e 77 straight, floater Rapala. Silver, gold perch
o #5 Mepps with buck tail
e Spinner baits, Buzz baits
e 4” Williams spoon, silver, gold,
o 5 of Diamonds, Red Eye
e RedEye

You can choose between heavy or light tackle, depending on the species. However, with
today’s technology, we often see fish landed with mid size equipment — a ton of fun.
7
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Fishmaster & Best Photo Contest

FISHMASTER TOURNAMENT

e Sign up for our annual “FishMaster Contest”.
e We will lend you a “Kit” which will include:
e Digital Camera.
o Safety gear.
e Winner receives bragging rights and a prize pack.

BEST PHOTO CONTEST

¢ Not limited to fishing pics.
o Wildlife.
e Sunrises/Sunsets.
e Family/friends/fun
e Winner receives bragging rights and a prize pack.

CATCH/ RELEASE PHOTOS

2008/05/01
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Kayak Adventures

We have partnered with White Squall to run a few cabin-based kayak trips during the summer
as well as provide kayak rentals on-site. They are based out of Nobel and White Squall have
been in business for over 22 years. Check out their web page and you will immediately pick
up on their passion for the outdoors. I've dealt with them for years and they are simply super
people.

http://www.whitesquall.com

You can contact them for specific info about their trip offerings at:
info@whitesquall.com or 1-705-342-5324

We are blessed to have a perfect launch spot for day trips to the inner islands. We are also
only 8 Miles from the Bustard Islands. Getting there can be accomplished by following the
inner water ways and navigating through endless islands.

Bring your digital camera and you can qualify for our “best photo” competition!

Day Trips

We will have several single and tandem fully-outfitted sea kayaks available for rent on site.
These are for day trips only. If you wish to use these boats for overnight excursions, we would
ask that you contact White Squall and they will consider your request.

We will also ensure that there are kayak pfd’s, paddles, paddle floats, pumps, sponges, skirts,
whistles etc.

Families & Fun

Diamond Key is a great family place too! Although fishing is Diamond Key Lodge’s main
attraction there is something here for every member of the family who loves the outdoors. The
water is chilly in the spring, but warms up by the middle to end of June. July and August are a
super time for families.

We find that families return year after year to enjoy the natural unspoiled beauty of the area,
to fish or just explore the scenic shoreline and cruise the pristine blue-green waters. Kids can
fish right off the dock and be quite successful.

We offer promotions in the summer months to encourage you to rent a cabin and introduce
the kids to fishing. These can be quite economical, especially if you have a large family. In
addition, for those with young kids, it is nice to have the privacy of your own cabin.

The Kids will never forget this experience and neither will you. We have many father/son and
father/daughter combinations that come back year after year. In a world where life is too busy,
it is simply nice to get away.
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Other Activities

While the fishing is often the draw, you will be amazed at the beauty of nature around you.
Some of the activities include:

. Kayaking — we offer 17 foot Kayaks — with rudders.

. Swimming and cliff jumping off rock sheltered coves.

. Hiking and walking in behind lodge — land locked lakes abound.

. Extraordinary sunsets for everyone especially landscape artists and photographers.
. Paddleboat — just for fun.

. Communal BBQ

. Star Gazing — with a high end telescope — no city lights around here!

. Look for the Northern Lights.

. Shore lunches or simple touring.

. Wildlife viewing, such as bear, moose, beaver, fox, etc.

. Birds such as loons, bald eagles, sandhill cranes and herons, to name a few, for the

bird watchers to enjoy.

. Relaxing and reading.

. Games and Cards.

. Ping Pong Table.

. Supervised fire pit outside — please don’t start your own fire!

Diamond Key is just a simple, quiet and beautiful area to rest and enjoy!

Pets

We love animals, but this is not the best place for them. However, we will make exceptions from
time to time — as long as the dog is friendly and loves to fish with you.

Please check for availability of the Pet friendly cabins; an extra cleaning charge applies.

10
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What To Bring

A smile and willingness to relax!

Appropriate clothing (we have extra if needed).

Food for personal consumption.

Personal groceries and beverages as well as personal soap.
Personal towels.

Personal soap and shampoos (bio-degradable if possible please).
Fishing gear, favorite lures.

Fishing license.

Digital camera.

Cell Phone (optional — but many work up here).

Boats & Safety

We are very particular about our boats & Motors. We have a combination of 18 foot cedar
strip (for the purists) because they are perfect for fishing the Georgian Bay Islands. Not only
are they very stable, combined with a 15 Mercury HP engine, they troll beautifully. We also
have several 16 foot Lund Wide Body Aluminum boats — with new Yamaha 15 HP 4-stroke
Engines.

For information on the brand of boats that we use, please visit:

http://www.gieslerboats.ca/
http://www.lundboats.com

Staff will get you set up in the boat and take you through its operation and safety features.

We are insistent about safety. The boat will be provided with a paddle, lifejackets and an
emergency kit. Please ensure you understand the contents of the emergency kit and that the
life-jackets fit you comfortably.

If you have teenagers or young adults, we strongly encourage them to wear the lifejackets at
all times, while in the boat. For very young children, we have a house rule that we will ask
them to wear a life jacket all the time. Since the property is quite large and has 1,800 feet
of shoreline on the Georgian Bay, they will have a blast running around — it is nice having the
peace of mind that they are safe.

Bring You Own Boat or Rent One/!

If you decide to bring your own boat, ample and excellent dockage are provided. We have
excellent depth at our docks, so size is not an issue. Likely, you will launch at the mouth of the
Key River, but there are other options as well. We can offer you additional fuel, if needed.

11
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Emergencies

Please see the Lodge immediately.

If you have a cell phone, please call 911.

There is a helicopter pad (only for emergency use) in the Key Harbour, so help is not far away.
The helicopter can be at Diamond Key in twenty minutes, from Sudbury.

If the Emergency involves fire, please exit the building immediately and go towards the water.

12
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